
Rittman City Council Met in a 

REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, September 26, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: Dave Williams, Brian Smith, Darrell Carey, Ken Park and Rick 

Hanlon. 

Members Absent:     Mayor William Robertson and Steve Johnson 

Presiding:            Acting Mayor Darrell Carey  

 

The invocation was given by Bud Olszewski followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Approval of Minutes – September 12, 2016 

  

 Hanlon moved to approve, upon on roll call; all Yeas and motion carried.  

  

Citizens Forum 

   

 Fred Rastorfer – 161 Louise Street.  Mr. Rastorfer spoke about the possibility of 

building a dog park at the north end of First Street Park. He submitted a rough drawing of 

the outline of the proposed park.  There was discussion on the assets and the negative 

points. 

 

 Dave Kiefer – 8161 Blough Road, Sterling – He has been asking individuals over 

the past few weeks about whether or not they would like to see a Title Office back in the 

Rittman area.  He also spoke to some of the dealerships.  The reason he is bringing it up 

today is that he has heard talk about a possible new City Hall and library.  He would like to 

be a part of encouraging more than just a library.  Maybe an active learning center or such 

in the library.   

 

 Judy McDonald - 236 Grandview.  Mrs. McDonald has no objections to the dog 

park but inquired that if we don’t have the manpower to enforce the junk and weed 

ordinance, who is going to take care of a dog park? 

 

 Stephen Spoonamore – 740 Quinby Avenue, Wooster – Candidate for State 

Representative.  If any resident has anything they would like the State Representative to be 

thinking about, please advise him.  

  

Old Business 
     

 a. Ord. No. 7969 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, 

Wayne and Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Amending Chapter 941.05 (b) (5) 

Sanitary User Charges.  Third Reading.  Ord. No. 7969 was read on third reading. 

Hanlon moved to amend.  He has mentioned this in the first couple of readings and he 

would like to amend it to read the rate applicable to churches shall be two times the 

minimum rate.  In addition he would like to propose on the water that we offer free water 

meters if they are installed within one year of passage of this ordinance.  He feels it is so 

important to have meters that can be read downtown in the event of any type of a water 

leak.  We have heard previously the costs of the meters, how much water we are losing 

should they have a toilet constantly running.  He would like to give as much incentive as 

possible to get meters installed.  Williams advised he is not for it.  Hanlon wanted to know 

if he thinks they shouldn’t have water meters or is there a better way.  Williams thinks we 

should let the churches have the reduced rate or the same rate.  He doesn’t disagree that we 

need to consider monitoring for leaks but he doesn’t want to charge them.  Hanlon said you 

can’t force them to install meters.  Park advised they just need to think of a way to do it.  

Hanlon asked Keener about the current rates. Hanlon advised that there is no incentive for 

the churches to get water meters. Motion was made to amend Ord. No. 7969 upon roll call; 

Hanlon – Yes, Park – No, Williams – No, Smith – No, Carey – No and motion to amend 

failed.  Williams moved to adopt, upon roll call Park – Yes, Smith – Yes, Carey – Yes, 

Williams – Yes, Hanlon – No and motion carried. 



 

 b. Ord. No. 7970 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne 

and Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Amending Chapter 971.01 (c) Water Rates; 

Service Fees, of the Codified Ordinances.  Third Reading.  Ord No. 7970 was read on 

third reading.  Williams moved to place on third, upon roll call; Park – Yes, Williams – 

Yes, Smith – Yes, Hanlon – No, Carey – Yes and motion carried. 

 

c. Ord. No. 7978 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, 

Ohio, to Approve the Editing and Inclusion of Certain Ordinances as Parts of the 

Various Component Codes of the Codified Ordinances; to Provide for the Adoption 

of New Matter in the Updated and Revised Codified Ordinances; to Provide for the 

Publication of Such New Matter; to Repeal Ordinances and Regulations in Conflict 

Therewith; and Declaring an Emergency.  Second Reading. Ord. No. 7978 was read on 

second reading.  William moved to place on third, all Yeas on roll call and motion 

carried. 

 

d. Ord. No. 7979 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, 

Wayne and Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Amending Section 123.01, 

Publication, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Rittman and Declaring an 

Emergency.  Second Reading. Ord. No. 7979 was read on second reading.  Hanlon 

moved to place on third, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

New Business 

 

 a.   Ord. No. 7982 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, 

Wayne and Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Amending the Annual Appropriation 

Ordinance No. 7908, as Amended According to the Attached Sheet(s) and Declaring 

an Emergency.  Three Readings.  Ord. No. 7982 was read on first reading.  Park moved 

to suspend the rules and have second and third reading, all Yeas on rollcall and motion 

carried.  Ord. No. 7982 was read on second and third reading.  Hanlon moved to adopt.  

Hanlon had a question on the storm sewer not the amount but … is that for actual 

engineering or does it have something to do with the repair on Sunset.  Larry advised that 

it has do to with the new requirement that EPA every year has expanded their realm on 

storm water permits and the City received a certified letter this year that the City is 

required to apply for NPDES permit.  The first permit you have to develop a plan and then 

you have to implement that plan in the following years.  Larry advised that he wanted to 

get professional help to get through the first year.  Hanlon inquired who the chosen 

professional was.  Larry advised he chose the engineer that received the Muskingum 

Watershed Grant which is Palmer and Associates.  Hanlon advised that this is 2016’s 

Appropriations Amendment number 12.  In 2016 this is meeting number 15.  Can we stop?  

Can we limit these to three or four a year instead of every meeting?  Keener advised that if 

an emergency is going to come up -- Hanlon advised to put off to the following month.  

This is ridiculous, this has never been done before, every meeting we are doing this.  

Keener inquired that if a department head needs something is she supposed to tell them to 

wait until next month.  Carey inquired is there going to be an excess of what was already 

budgeted?  Hanlon wanted to know how you could be in excess of what is budgeted every 

month.  Keener advised it is a very conservative budget.  Carey inquired if Workers’ Comp 

is that under budget or is that the true up change.  Keener advised that is not the true up 

yet, that the change because she had to pay the 2015 and 2016 premium this year and the 

2016 premium was higher.  Keener asked Hanlon what his wishes were.  He advised three 

or four a year would be fine with him.  Keener asked how you can do that when you have 

unexpected expenses that occur?  Carey advised that the only way you could do that was to 

expand the dollars on your budget and hope that you don’t spend it all.  Keener advised 

that there is no cushion to do so.   All Yeas on roll call and motion carried.      

  

City Manager’s Remarks 

 

 City Manager Larry Boggs wanted to congratulate Pam Keener for being elected to 

the Board of Trustees for the Governor’s Finance Officers Association.  At the next 

meeting it is his intention is to bring a Resolution to Council to allow the City Manager to 



apply for grant funds to help renovate the square area.  He met with an engineering firm 

that did the original small cities study which was never implemented.  His goal is to try to 

get funding to redo the sidewalks, install conduit and possibly street lighting.  September 

27, 2016 he has a meeting with a zoning and property maintenance inspector pursuant to 

Councilman Johnson’s request that this needed looked into.  He has also made several calls 

to surrounding areas and he found someone who is interested.     
 

Finance Director’s Remarks  

 

 Nothing at this time 

 
Council Remarks 

 

Council Member Brian Smith thanked everyone for attending.  He is not opposed 

to a dog park it simply comes down to finances and where the money is coming from.  If 

there is grant money out there great. He feels there are bigger pressing issues.  Good luck 

Steve Spoonamore on the seat you are running for.  

Council Member Rick Hanlon had no comments. 

Council Member Dave Williams thanked everyone for attending.  Thanks to Mr. 

Spoonamore and Mr. Kiefer for helping promote our city.  He asked Mr. Boggs if it would 

be premature of reclaiming the square for sidewalks and lighting.  Are there any matching 

funds that the community could get behind as far donations or any kind of services?  Mr. 

Boggs advised he could go that route, but it is a little premature, but the grants are called 

small city grants.  There are only so many cities our size in Ohio that are eligible so the 

odds are fairly good and it’s a 80/20 grant.  There was another city that actually got 95/5.  

Williams also thanked Mr. Rastorfer for his community service. 

Council Member Park thanked everyone for attending. 

Council Member Carey thanked everyone as well.  He inquired of Mr. Rastorfer if 

First Street Park was the best location out of all the parks.  Mr. Rastorfer replied that the 

only other park with the space was at the ballfields but that location is used for other 

activities.   

Council Member Williams asked if there was any location along the trail.  Mr. 

Boggs advised that CIC owns both sides in various sizes.  Mr. Rastorfer advised that First 

Street Park has parking, shade and water.         

 

  a. Approval of Voucher #’s 5285 thru 5398 and Memo Expense #’s 

OM9161 thru M91612.  Williams moved to adjourn, all Yeas on roll call and motion 

carried. 

 

Adjourn:  7:40.  Williams moved to adjourn, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 
 

 

  

________________________________ 

                            Mayor 

 

____________________________  

Clerk of Council 

 


