
 

 
 

  

 

Rittman City Council Met in 

REGULAR MEETING 

on Monday, November 12, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present:  Steve Johnson, Glen Russell, Rick Hanlon, Darrell Carey  

        and Lynn Beaumont 

Members Absent:   Richard Lapehn 

Presiding:         Mayor William Robertson 

  

Invocation was given by Barbara Brooks, clerk followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Approval of Minutes – October 22, 2012 

Carey so moved, upon roll call; Carey-Yes, Hanlon-Yes, Russell-Yes, Beaumont-Abstain, Johnson-

Yes and motion carried. 

 

Workshop 

 

a. Discussion and Consideration of Waiving the Outside City Limits Tap-In Fees 

for the Eastern Road Church of God Acting City Manager Dave Simpson advised Council each 

had a copy of Larry’s (Boggs, City Manager) memo in their packets explaining this request. He 

advised in the past he believed the churches (inside our city limits) and most recently the Life 

Tabernacle Church on Krabill Road the tap-in fee was waived. Simpson advised this church is outside 

the Rittman city limits so they are requesting Council do the same for them (Eastern Road church) 

and they are stating they will (sign an agreement to) annex into the city once it become contiguous. 

He advised they (this church) want to be in the city, but there is a small parcel between them and the 

city limits that they can’t annex at this time. Simpson advised they are willing to sign a document that 

states should the opportunity arise to come into the city they would happily do so. He advised it was 

up to Council as to whether they would like to waive the tap-in fee at this time.  

 Council Member Lynn Beaumont advised he felt they (Council) should remain consistent and 

he believed they did not waive the tap-in fee for the Apostolic Church and he didn’t know if they 

should do so now. He advised he believed they have precedent established. Beaumont advised he has 

not spoken to Pastor Cole and he doesn’t know what their situation is, but he felt they needed to be 

consistent. He advised he didn’t want to appear anti-church, but if we charged the one church outside 

the city limits, he felt they needed to do the same for this one. Beaumont advised if they annexed in 

the future then he felt it would be a different situation. He advised that was his opinion on the request.  

 Council Member Glen Russell indicated his question was similar as he wondered if we 

charged the Apostolic Home a tap-in fee. He inquired if something was waived for the Apostolic 

Home.  

 Law Director Bower advised in addition to the $3,000 for a water tap-in they (Apostolic 

Home) paid $15,000 to tap-in to the sewer. He advised in the documents they (Apostolic Home) also 

agreed when the time was ready and their property became contiguous that they would annex. Bower 

reiterated they signed the document and paid the two tap-in fees. He advised it was his understanding 

the city was charging them the out of town user rates per month.  

 Beaumont advised he felt they set the same standard so we treat everyone equally so the issue 

doesn’t come before Council saying we did it for one organization and not the other organization. He 

advised he would love for them to come into the city, as they have a school and employees, when that 

time is possible. Beaumont advised the other churches have agreed to do so and he inquired as to 

what was different about this (request).  

 Russell advised he knew of a church in Sterling that would be coming soon and they could 

have other churches (outside the city make this same request). 

 Beaumont advised he felt whatever they did previous they needed to do now to be consistent.  

 Robertson advised it is a nursing home with the Apostolic’s and a church with this request. 

He advised he didn’t know if there was a difference there. 

 Beaumont advised from a legal standpoint he felt it would be all the same. He advised if they 

were going to approach it in that way then he felt they needed to be consistent with one sort of legal 

structure as opposed to another. Beaumont advised if in the future they would divide and they 

(ERCoG) would be separate church and school then it would have to be dealt with at that time. He 

advised based upon where we are right now he felt they needed to be consistent with what we have 

done before.  

 Hanlon advised the fee schedule provided did not indicate what the commercial rates are, but 

only the residential rates. He inquired so the Apostolic’s paid $3,000 for a water tap-in. 



 Bower advised it was based on the line size. He advised the Apostolic’s installed a 3” line, 

which is bigger than standard and according to our ordinance the rate is $3,000 and the fee was based 

on the size of the tap. 

 Hanlon advised they (Apostolic Home) ran an 8” line out there (to their facility) and inquired 

if they reduced it to a 3”. 

 Bower advised he doesn’t know what was run, but he was pretty sure the tap was 3”.  

 Hanlon advised there was no information as to what size line they (Eastern Road Church of 

God) were requesting.  

 Beaumont advised he felt whatever our ordinance says was what we do. He advised it was his 

position that they not deviate. 

 Hanlon advised our residential out of town rate is $1500 regardless of the line size. 

 Beaumont advised he believed this is residential. 

 Hanlon advised it was not residential. He inquired if the church was asking them (Council) to 

reduce it from $1700 to $1500 or were they asking it be reduced from $50,000 to $1500. Hanlon 

advised he did not know as he felt they didn’t have all the facts.  

 Beaumont advised he believed they were asking them to waive it. 

 Hanlon advised he believed with the church on Krabill they agreed to reduce (the fee) to the 

residential tap-in (fee). He advised they didn’t waive that fee, but rather changed it from a 

commercial tap-in to a residential tap-in. Hanlon advised he felt that was what they were being asked 

to do here. He inquired or were they just asking to tap-in for free. 

 Russell advised he felt according to (the memo) they wanted to tap in for free. 

 Simpson clarified they were asking to tap-in for free. He advised he guessed that was the 

other decision that needed to come from Council if they vote not to give them the free tap they then 

needed to know if we are giving them the residential or commercial rate.  

 Hanlon advised then he agreed with (Beaumont) they ought to keep some kind of standard. 

He advised he didn’t believe they have given anyone a free tap-in. 

 Beaumont advised if we haven’t in the past then why would they now. He advised he didn’t 

fault him for asking, but he felt it was their (Council) job to set a standard.  

 Hanlon advised he felt the memo wasn’t clear as he didn’t know. He advised he felt it should 

have stated the commercial rate tap-in fee and thought they were asking to reduce to the residential 

rate.  

 Simpson advised he believed they were asking to reduce to a zero (fee). 

 Robertson advised he believed it stated in the memo that churches inside our city limits have 

paid no tap in fee.  

 The clerk advised that is correct.  

 Hanlon advised he thought they paid the residential rate for the tap in fee. 

 Beaumont clarified for those (churches) inside the city limits. 

 Carey advised he believes the one on Krabill was not in the city. 

 It was noted the church on Krabill is inside city limits.  

 Hanlon inquired if that church (on Krabill) paid the residential tap-in rate.  

 He was advised the fee was waived. 

 Simpson advised the churches inside our city limits don’t have to pay the tap-in fees. 

 Hanlon advised he thought it was the sewer (tap in) they waived and he thought it was waived 

from commercial to residential. 

 Simpson advised the billing rate was residential. He advised their argument was they only 

have one day a week where they use the water and flush toilets and so on and no laundry was done on 

site or washing of cars etc. Simpson advised they are only charged for the minimum usage of water.  

 Robertson advised it sounded as if Council was saying no to waiving the out of town tap in 

fee.  

 Carey advised he didn’t feel it was fair to charge one (Apostolic) and not the other (Church of 

God). 

 Robertson inquired if the Apostolic home paid the residential rate. 

 The clerk advised they paid the commercial rate according to the size of the line.  

 Hanlon advised it was on the agenda under new business for consideration. 

  

Citizens Forum – No comments. 

   

Old Business 

  

 a. Ord. No. 7739 Annual Appropriation Ordinance. An Ordinance of the Council 

of the City of Rittman, Wayne and Medina Counties and State of Ohio, to Make 

Appropriations for Current Expenses and Other Expenditures of the City of Rittman, State of 

Ohio, During the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2013 and Declaring an Emergency. Second  

Reading, as Amended. Ord. No. 7739 was read on second reading. Carey moved to place on third, 

all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 



 b. Ord. No. 7740 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne and 

Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Authorizing the Municipal Manager to Accept the Lowest 

and Best Bids for the Furnishing of Commodities for the Year 2013 and Declaring an 

Emergency. Second Reading. Ord. No. 7740 was read on second reading. Hanlon moved to place on 

third, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

 c. Ord. No. 7741 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Ohio, 

Authorizing the Municipal Manager to Accept the Best Bids for Employee and Dependent 

Hospitalization, Surgical and Major Medical Coverage for a Period of One (1) Year 

Commencing January 1, 2013 and Declaring an Emergency. Second Reading. Ord. No. 7741 was 

read on second reading. Russell moved to place on third, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

New Business 

 

 a.  Motion to Cancel the Regular Council Meeting to be Held Monday, November 

26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. Carey so moved, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

 b. Motion to Set a Special Council Meeting for Monday, November 19, 2012 at 6:00 

p.m. for the Purpose of an Executive Session to Discuss a Personnel Matter in the Finance 

Department and Any Business as May Be Deemed Necessary as it Relates to this Purpose 

Outside of Executive Session. Russell advised he would like to set the meeting for Monday, 

November 19
th
 at 6:00 p.m. and the City Manager would be back from vacation by that date and it 

would give Council a little more time to make a decision after hearing what the Finance Director has 

to discuss. 

 It was noted the Community Thanksgiving service would be this same day and the reason the 

meeting was set for 6:00 pm in hopes that it would be adjourned in time to allow those Council 

Members and City Officials in this special meeting to also attend the community service if they so 

desired.  

After some discussion as to when Council would be available the motion was made.  

Russell so moved, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

  

 c.  Motion to Approve the 2013 Holiday Schedule for City Employees and Officers 

Except Such Personnel as May Be Employed in Continuous Operations Russell so moved, all 

Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

 d. Motion to Waive the Out of City Limits Water Tap-in Fee for the Eastern Road 

Church of God Russell inquired if there was any (representative) from the church present.  

Robertson advised no.  

Beaumont advised he felt Pastor Cole should be here and explain to us what he wants to do 

here.  

Hanlon advised they thought he was going to be here. He advised he would like to know what 

size line they have and exactly what they were asking for (from Council and the City).  

Hanlon moved to Table, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

 e. Ord. No. 7745 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne and 

Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Levying Special Assessments for the Sidewalk 

Improvement Project from the South Side of Rittman Avenue, Greenwood, Pinewood, S. 

Hickin, Crismore, Grandview, Hillcrest Fairmont, Bauman, Hawthorne, Sterling Avenue from 

S. Hickin to Grandview, S. Metzger and Maplewood and Those Who Have Voluntarily 

Participated in the Program by Replacing Sidewalks in Disrepair or Installing Sidewalks 

Where Necessary Altogether with the Necessary Appurtenances. Three Readings. Ord. No. 7745 

was read on first reading.  

Russell moved to place on second.  

Simpson advised they were requesting three readings because they would like to start collecting the 

assessments as soon as possible to help the cash flow in the capital improvements fund.   

Rissland clarified due to a question asked by Beaumont that they would not be able to certify 

it for collection on the taxes (by 2013), but typically some people pay upfront.  

Russell advised if someone wants to pay he felt they could pay without this ordinance passed 

as they weren’t going to turn their money away.  

Simpson advised they can’t send the bills out until the ordinance is passed. Beaumont advised 

it didn’t hurt them to pass it tonight.  

Russell withdrew his motion.  

Carey moved to suspend the rules and have second and third reading, all Yeas on roll call and 

motion carried. Ord. No. 7745 was read on second and third reading.  

Russell inquired if all the sidewalk work (for this year) were completed and if those that have 

been poured have all been saw cut.  



Simpson advised all of them were to be saw cut already, but one resident is requesting it be 

saw cut where it isn’t necessary and he was going to go saw it for him.  

Russell inquired if they (contractors) were going to fill in with dirt along the sidewalk edge.   

Simpson advised the contractor filled all that he knows of, but he knows where there are 

some that need done he could make sure it gets done.  

Russell advised he believed Hillcrest didn’t look like it had been filled in yet.  

Simpson advised it was, but he could look at it tomorrow as it may have settled.  

Beaumont inquired if they were seeded and put down straw too.  

Simpson advised they did not put straw down, but put the seed down with granular moisture 

(covering).  

Beaumont inquired if all of them have been done.  

Simpson advised yes and the grass was growing in some.  

Beaumont advised he didn’t believe it has been done at his neighbor’s property as there was 

no seed and all the dirt was dumped in (this neighbor’s) driveway. He advised he didn’t know if his 

neighbor made an agreement to have that done or not.  

Russell advised he was of the understanding they (the contractors) were going to fill in.   

Beaumont agreed and advised he drives by there every day and he didn’t believe it’s been 

seeded and he knew it didn’t have the straw down.  

Simpson advised they didn’t put straw down on any of it, but put down moisture absorbent to 

act as the straw would. He advised they are required to touch up any work where the grass didn’t 

grow. 

Beaumont advised that is one property he was personally aware of and he would simply ask 

they check all of them to make sure they’ve all been seeded and whatever was required to be done 

was done by the contractor.  

Carey moved to adopt, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

 f. Res. No. 7746 A Resolution of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne and 

Medina Counties, Ohio, Determining that Certain Personal Property Owned by the City of 

Rittman is No Longer Needed for Municipal Purposes and Authorizing the Municipal Purposes 

and Authorizing the Municipal Manager to Solicit Bids for Its Sale as Required by Law. Three 

Readings. Res. No. 7746 was read on first reading.  

Simpson advised he was requesting Council suspend the rules since the advertisement is 

dated for this week and the following week in preparation for the passage of this resolution. He 

advised the sealed bids would be opened Dec. 6
th
.  

Carey moved to suspend the rules and have second and third reading, all Yeas on roll call and 

motion carried. Res. No. 7746 was read on second and third reading. 

Russell inquired if this equipment junk or if it was something that could be used as a backup 

or in an emergency situation. 

Simpson advised he has a 1990 dump truck which was used as a salt truck and they could 

imagine its condition. He advised there is a 1990 backhoe was the same situation. Simpson advised 

they replaced the backhoe this year and at this point they have three backhoes. He advised they have 

the 1990, the 2000 and now a 2012. Simpson advised they were getting rid of the oldest pieces of 

equipment as they were being replaced. He advised they were also selling a 1990 4-wheel drive wheel 

loader with the same situation where they were just used up.  

Russell inquired if they were mechanically in good shape. 

Simpson advised they are operable. He advised he considered trading in the backhoe and the 

wheel loader, but the company they purchased the new machine from said we should set minimums 

on the better equipment. Simpson advised he was going to set a minimum of $7500 on the backhoe 

and $14,000 on the front end loader. He advised if the equipment wasn’t valued higher than $1,000 

then the City Manager could sell it without (legislation), but they were asking to sell them for more 

than that amount. Simpson advised there would be minimums on several of the items. 

Carey moved to adopt, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

 g. Res. No. 7747 A Resolution of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne and 

Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Authorizing the Finance Director to Make Advances 

and/or Transfers To or From Appropriate Accounts. Three Readings. Res. No. 7747 was read on 

first reading. Rissland advised she would like three readings tonight if possible. Beaumont moved to 

suspend the rules and have second and third reading, all yeas on roll call and motion carried. Res. 

No. 7747 was read on second and third reading. Carey moved to adopt, all Yeas on roll call and 

motion carried. 

 

City Manager’s Remarks 
 Acting City Manager Dave Simpson had no remarks. 

     



Finance Director’s Remarks 
 Finance Director Rissland thanked the voters for supporting the ballot issue and approving 

the reallocation to the general fund. She advised it will give Council a little bit more flexibility in 

maintaining our service at a level we are accustomed to.  

 Mayor Robertson advised he put a blurb in his article this past week and he thanked Shaun 

Dente for his efforts to get the mailing out.  

  

 a. Approval of Financial Report for October 

  Carey moved to approve, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried.  

 

Council Remarks 

 Council Member Darrell Carey thanked everyone for coming. He wished everyone a good, 

happy and safe Thanksgiving. 

 Council Member Steve Johnson had no remarks. 

 Council Member Lynn Beaumont advised he would like to echo Barb’s (Rissland) comments 

and thanked the citizenry for passing the levy. He advised he was glad people understood what they 

are trying to do here. Beaumont advised it was a tough time for the city and a lot of municipalities and 

he felt it was good people understood what they were trying to do here to keep everything afloat and 

keep all of our services. He advised it was a really good article in the paper regarding the ballot issue. 

 Council Member Glen Russell thanked everyone for coming and invited them to come back. 

He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. Russell inquired of Simpson if they could get the light 

for the flagpole out front of City Hall fixed and find a way to protect it from being broken so easily. 

 Simpson advised he would look into that situation and suggestion. 

 Council Member Rick Hanlon had no remarks. 

 Mayor William Robertson had no remarks. 

  

a. Approval of Vouchers 57865 thru 57911, 57913 thru 57979 and Memo Expense 

#’s 121003, 121007-121017, 121019-121025, 121101 & 121102 w/Then and Now Certificates 
Russell moved to approve, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

  

Adjourn: 7:40 p.m. 
Russell moved to adjourn, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried.  

 

 

________________________________ 

Mayor 

 

 

__________________________  

Clerk of Council 
 

   

 


