
 

 
 

  

 

Rittman City Council Met in 

A REGULAR MEETING 

on Monday, February 27, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present:  Glen Russell, Richard Lapehn, Lynn Beaumont, Rick Hanlon  

         and Steve Johnson 

Members Absent:   Darrell Carey 

Presiding:         Mayor William Robertson 

 

Invocation was given by Barbara Brooks, clerk followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Approval of Minutes – February 13, 2012 

Beaumont so moved, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

Workshop - None 

 

Citizens Forum 

 Charlie Hardman of Wooster, candidate for Wayne County Sheriff advised on March 6
th
 the 

voters of Wayne County will vote for a new sheriff. He advised the current sheriff was retiring at the 

end of this term and it was a primary race and the winner of the primary would be unopposed in the 

general election in November. Hardman advised he grew up in Marshallville and graduated from 

Smithville High School. He advised he and his wife have been married for 31 years and have 3 

children and two grandchildren. Hardman advised he has spent his whole career in law enforcement 

and he started out at the Marshallville Police Department for $1 a year as a volunteer and he went 

through the sheriff’s academy and was hired full time as a Marshallville patrolman and then he went 

to work for the Doylestown Police Department as a patrolman. He advised in 1978 he was hired by 

then Sheriff Jim Frost to be a Deputy Patrolman. Hardman advised he patrolled throughout Wayne 

County until he became a detective under Sheriff Alexander and his specialty ended up being child 

abuse and child sexual abuse cases. He advised he was promoted to Sargent patrolling throughout 

Wayne County. Hardman advised in 1989 he had opportunity to work with the Medway Drug 

Enforcement Agency and he spent 9 years there and in 1998 he started as the Law Enforcement 

Captain in the detective bureau and then a few years ago he was asked to be the Administrative 

Captain and that is the position that he holds today. He advised in 2000 he was selected to attend the 

FBI National Academy and in 2012 he served as the President of the Ohio Chapter of the FBI 

National Academy. Hardman advised in addition to being a Captain, the other leadership positions he 

has/had are the Chairman of the Wayne County 911 advisory committee, the board of the Justice 

Center, an active member of the Buckeye State Sheriff’s Association, he has served as President of 

the Human Resource Center board and is an active member his church and he officiates high school 

wrestling in his spare time and he has been the past president of the Wayne County Sports Officials 

Association. He advised he and his wife have been very active throughout Wayne County as his kids 

were growing up. Hardman advised a lot of things have changed over the years in the sheriff’s office 

and like everyone else they have had to deal with reduced funding from the state. He advised 

previously their budget, at the sheriff’s office, was over 6 million dollars and over a two year period 

they have had to reduce it to under 5 million dollars and there were some contract negotiations during 

that time with some legal challenges and he was proud of the fact that he was able to bring all the 

facets (union, sheriff’s office, county commissioners) together and they were able to settle on a 6 year 

contract which is unprecedented in the State of Ohio. Hardman advised he felt that gives him a good 

stronghold on dealing with budgets and personnel. He advised he felt that as a leader of the sheriff’s 

office it was not only important to have a good strong background in law enforcement, but a business 

background as well and understand how it works. Hardman advised he has the support of the current 

sheriff, the county commissioners, your (Rittman) mayor and a lot of elected officials who work with 

him on a daily basis who have said he is the right person for the job. He advised he was asking for 

their support and vote on March 6
th
 and his primary focus was going to be on the deputies as they 

took a big hit when they did the budget reductions and he has been able to cut the administrative costs 

by 30% and they have taken those funds and put them toward getting more deputies on the road and 

he would continue to do that. Hardman thanked everyone for their time and advised he would 

appreciate their support on election day. 

 Debbie Holcomb of Hatfield Rd. advised she was there to address the Jungle Safari that 

comes to the IGA plaza every year. She advised she had some concerns for the safety of the animals 

and the practices and handling of the animals in conjunction with the public interaction with those 

animals. Holcomb advised she wanted to make the Council aware of the public safety of interacting 



with these animals. She advised she recently discovered that Robert Engesser, the owner of the Jungle 

Safari, has been cited numerous times for violations in his care and handling of animals. Holcomb 

advised one aspect of the zoo that she has grave concern about is the photo session you can have with 

a lion cub. She advised these animals are under an extreme amount of stress and they are put in direct 

contact with our children. Holcomb advised some of these stresses include traveling for hours in the 

back of a semi and being confined in a baby crib during the time they are in Rittman. She advised 

they are exposed to unfamiliar surroundings with different vehicles going by and the repeated 

handling of the tiger cub and a lion cub near excited children and adults. Holcomb advised it makes 

for an extremely unpredictable situation. She advised there was for example a children’s safari in 

South Dakota where a seven year old girl was attacked by a leopard in a show. Holcomb advised 

there were other animal shows like the Jungle Safari. She advised a girl was bitten on the chin by a 

chimpanzee during a photo shoot and her parents sued for $50,000 in that instance. Holcomb advised 

another instance a five year old girl was bitten in the neck by a tiger cub and the tiger had to be 

destroyed. She advised the turmoil in Zanesville and the woman in Connecticut that was mauled by a 

chimpanzee and lost her face and hands point out that these are wild animals. Holcomb advised they 

need to be kept in the wild or a certified zoo. She advised the owners can’t guarantee no one will be 

hurt and it just wasn’t safe and in her opinion it was like handing a child a loaded gun. Holcomb 

advised she felt they needed to be cognizant of what we do with our children and what we do with the 

public. She advised she would like Council to at least consider passing an ordinance to ban these 

traveling zoos in Rittman and even ban people in Rittman from owning wild animals. Holcomb 

advised Ohio was currently looking at laws concerning ownership, but she didn’t know that they were 

addressing the traveling zoo situation. She advised she believed as fast as our Ohio State legislature 

works it may take forever and we may have an accident here in Rittman that we don’t want to have 

happen. Holcomb advised she felt the Council and the Mayor needed to take some proactive steps to 

ensure there are no injuries. She advised the Mayor stated in his article that changes with the image of 

Rittman start with them and she was here to promote positive and proactive change for the betterment 

of the community. Holcomb advised she didn’t want to see any child or any adult hurt even under the 

best of intentions. She advised she would like for Council to please begin some dialogue to keep our 

kids safe and for everybody to start thinking about what the instinctive needs are of the animals. 

Holcomb thanked Council for their consideration and she handed copies to the clerk for distribution 

to Council of USDA reports regarding the Jungle Safari owned by Robert Engesser as well as 

legislation from another community and she asked Council to consider her position.  

 Mayor Robertson inquired if she spoke to the owner of the IGA. 

 Holcomb advised she has written two letters (to the IGA) asking if she could come and meet 

with someone and discuss her issues and stated she received no response. She advised she stated in 

her last letter that if she didn’t hear from someone that she would be contacting the city and she was 

here tonight.  

     
Old Business 

a. Motion to Remove Ord. No. 7691 from the Table 

 Hanlon so moved, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

b. Ord. No. 7691 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne 

and Medina Counties, Ohio, to Enact Section 513.18 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Rittman to Prohibit and Regulate Clandestine Drug Laboratories and Declaring an Emergency. 

Second Reading as Amended. Ord. No. 7691 was read on second reading as amended. Hanlon 

moved to place on third, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

   

c. Ord. No. 7693 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne and 

Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Levying Special Assessments for the Sidewalk 

Improvement Project from DeCourcey Along W. Sunset to N. Metzger (North Side Where 

Developed and South Side), N. Metzger (West Side) to Rittman Avenue, Rittman Avenue to 

Pleasantview (North Side), Saurer, Willard, Warren, Pleasantview and N. Hickin by Replacing 

Sidewalks in Disrepair or Installing Sidewalks Where Necessary All Together with the 

Necessary Appurtenances. Second Reading. Ord. No. 7693 was read on second reading. Lapehn 

moved to place on third, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried.  

 

d. Ord. No. 7697 An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne and 

Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Creating Chapter 521.10, Criminal Activity Nuisances, of 

the Codified Ordinances of the City of Rittman, and Declaring an Emergency. Second Reading. 
Ord. No. 7697 was read on second reading. Hanlon moved to place on third, all Yeas on roll call and 

motion carried. 

 
New Business 

a. Ord. No. 7698  An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne and 

Medina Counties and State of Ohio, Amending the Annual Appropriation Ordinance No. 7678, 

As Amended, According to the Attached Sheet(s) and Declaring an Emergency. Three 



Readings. Ord. No. 7698 was read on first reading. Hanlon inquired if this legislation was needed 

(adopted) tonight. Rissland advised yes. Lapehn moved to suspend the rules and have second and 

third reading, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. Ord. No. 7698 was read on second and third 

reading. Lapehn inquired regarding amendment #2 for a water treatment van as a credit. Rissland 

advised the water treatment van was in the five year capital plan to be purchased this year. Rissland 

advised in talking with Cary Metcalf, he felt it was more important to create the iron and manganese 

filter and he was willing to push the van (purchase) back to next year and move the filter rejuvenation 

up to this year so, that was the difference. Lapehn moved to adopt, all Yeas on roll call and motion 

carried. 

  

b. Ord. No. 7699  An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Ohio, 

Determining to Proceed with Improvements to Douglas Drive by Removal of the Existing 

Cement Surface and Replacing it with Full Depth Asphalt Altogether with the Necessary 

Appurtenances Thereto and Declaring an Emergency. First Reading. Ord. No. 7699 was read on 

first reading. Lapehn moved to place on second, upon roll call; Lapehn-Yes, Beaumont-Yes, Hanlon-

Yes, Russell-Abstain, Johnson-Yes and motion carried.  

 

c. Ord. No. 7700  An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Rittman, Wayne and 

Medina Counties and State of Ohio, to Create Chapter 751, Ice Cream or Confection Vending, 

of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Rittman, and Declaring an Emergency. First Reading. 

Ord. No. 7700 was read on first reading. Lapehn inquired if it meant by Council’s consent that they 

would arbitrarily be allowed to be on recreation center property as it was not a public way. Lapehn 

inquired if on Saurer it would be legal, but you couldn’t pull into the rec ctr parking lot or the school 

parking lot. Bower advised if school is in session for the school lot then, no. Bower advised he felt 

they could pull into the recreation center (parking lot).  Lapehn advised it says that it would occur 

only on the public ways or thoroughfare. Bower agreed it would be a street and advised they could sit 

on Saurer. Russell inquired if they would be permitted to go into the parking lot of the ball fields. 

Bower advised yes as they would be in a residential district. Hanlon advised it states each license 

issued shall be valid for a calendar year and he inquired if that would be May to May for example or 

would they all expire on the same date January 1 to January 1. Bower advised the latter. Bower 

advised they could be issued anytime throughout the year, but would only be good until the end of the 

year. Beaumont advised regarding section 751.02 it states providing the police department with their 

name address, etc and other information as the police department may reasonably require and he 

inquired as to what they would require. Bower advised it was basically up to Chief Burg and he had 

samples from other cities he (Burg) could use. Bower advised basically what other places wanted was 

social security numbers, so they could do a criminal background check and date of birth for child 

molesters, and check for valid driver’s licenses. Beaumont advised he was mostly concerned with the 

background checks so we know who is working here. Boggs advised they needed to remember that 

people change positions and this is a policy and if Council wants it in the ordinance they need to 

amend it to include criminal background checks. Beaumont advised they could amend it if that was 

what everyone wanted, but he was okay if the chief comes back to them and says what they are going 

to do. Beaumont advised he know they have talked about them (ice cream vendors) being the same as 

tree trimmers and snow plowers and it is, but it isn’t. Beaumont advised he didn’t believe they wanted 

to make this (legislation) so onerous that they have too many hoops to jump through and he felt Kevin 

(Bower) did a really good job and he felt it was pretty inclusive. Beaumont advised he was okay with 

the chief developing a policy and was assured these people will get their licenses and they would 

know who is driving the trucks. Beaumont inquired regarding 751.04 if there was enough information 

there. Bower advised he paralleled what was done for the tree trimmers and the snow removal 

contractors to be consistent. Hanlon inquired if the chief would come up with a 3x5 card we would 

call a license to display per vehicle. Chief Burg advised that was what we have for the tree trimmers 

and snow removal contractors and it would include the expiration date. Russell moved to place on 

second, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

d. Motion to Go Into Executive Session for the Purpose of Discussing a Personnel 

Matter and Invite the City Manager– 7:35 p.m. Hanlon so moved, all Yeas on roll call and motion 

carried. 

 

e. Motion to Come Out of Executive Session – 8:05 p.m. 

 Russell so moved, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

City Manager’s Remarks 
 City Manager Boggs advised he would be attending a meeting tomorrow evening with the 

county commissioners along with all jurisdictions regarding serious discussions on regional dispatch. 

He advised he wanted Council to be aware and as it stood right now he was not in favor of this 

particular regional dispatch for several reasons. 

 Boggs advised there was no scheduled workshop tonight as previously he and Barb (the 

Finance Director) have presented the status of the city finances of potential cuts as well as revenue 



options. He inquired if Council had any direction they wished to go next, whether they wished to have 

another discussion in workshop, but they were going to have to do something in the very near future. 

 Lapehn advised he would like a workshop at the next meeting. 

 Boggs advised he would have discussion of the 2013 budget on the next agenda in a 

workshop. 

 Robertson inquired if it would be a general discussion and not anything specific. 

 Lapehn advised he felt they needed to move. He advised he felt they would call for an 

ordinance or at the very least, lead Kevin (Bower, Law Director) by saying what they want. 

   

Finance Director’s Remarks 
 Finance Director Rissland advised the auditors were here for the next three weeks. She 

advised if anyone contacts them (Council) they are in and doing the audit.  

 

Council Remarks 

 Council Member Lynn Beaumont inquired if they (circus) had to get a permit when they 

come into town. 

 Boggs advised there was a circus/zoo ordinance that states they have to get a permit. 

 Beaumont inquired if there was a state ordinance indicating they (city/council) had to do 

anything about the animals. 

 Boggs advised he hasn’t paid much attention because they don’t really have anybody in town 

that he was aware of regarding exotic animals and they have all heard on the news the incidences, and 

the state was trying to pass legislation to get it monitored and curb some of this, but nobody knows 

much about the ones that come from out of state regarding these traveling circuses. He advised he 

would hate to see (Council) eliminate some of the bigger circuses that have come to town, but on this 

smaller level maybe she was right. Boggs advised in talking with Don (Foutty, the owner of the IGA) 

he feels he has provided his customers and the community a service with such an attraction.  

 Beaumont advised there were people all over the place down there (at the plaza during such 

an attraction). 

 Burg advised they have pulled a 4-5’ python out of a wood pile in town not too long ago. 

 Hanlon advised there were different kinds of licensing as it could be a state license or a 

federal license. He advised they might want to look at what kind of licensing they have for the 

animals. 

 Beaumont advised they pretty much put the noose around the ice cream guy (vendors) and he 

inquired as to what were they doing about wild tigers. 

 Council Member Steve Johnson had no remarks. 

 Council Member Glen Russell thanked everyone for being here.  He thanked Chief Burg for 

the fine report and advised he felt it was very thorough and it looked like they (police department) 

was pretty busy 24/7 and he thanked them very much for serving the city. Russell inquired of Chief 

Burg concerning the schools if they have any practice along with what has happened at Chardon 

(shooting at school). 

 Chief Burg advised they have in the past and he believes day shift has a file and a booklet and 

in cooperation with the school they have GPS coordinates of where to land helicopters. He advised 

yes, it has been discussed. 

 Robertson advised he knows the school has a comprehensive lock down policy. 

 Burg advised he believed they have 2 drills a year. 

 Russell advised he has been reading about fracking and he inquired if there have been any 

meetings here regarding that issue or anything that protects our water well in Sterling. He inquired if 

they were to start that (fracking) would there be anything they could do. 

 Boggs advised he was contacted by a company approximately 6 months ago and they were a 

preliminary company (testing for viable sites) and recently he was contacted again by the same 

company and they provided him with a map and he believed they were going to be on Doylestown 

Rd., Sunset Dr. and possibly some of Gish Rd. and some of Eastern Rd. Boggs advised there was one 

resident that he was aware of in the Industrial St. area that received an offer for mineral rights to their 

property, but to his knowledge no one else has received such notice including (the city) and they had 

property right next to this (property owner) with the park. He advised he felt the offer was a “low 

ball” offer and he hoped people would educate themselves and not jump for some “low ball” offer. 

Boggs advised he knows there has been a lot of discussion lately on water wells and he believed there 

was some information in a recent Municipal League magazine and he would try to find it and put it in 

their next Council packet as it had information on some of the facts regarding fracking.  

 Council Member Richard Lapehn advised he was disappointed by the note from Mr. Haley, 

the Health Commissioner of the Wayne County Board of Health. He advised we send corporate 

money and pay them to come and do what we pay them to do after we paid them, then they charge us 

to come. Lapehn advised he was disappointed in that. 

 Council Member Rick Hanlon thanked Kevin for the amendments to Ord. No. 7691 as well as 

thank you for the ice cream (vendors) ordinance. Hanlon inquired if Barb (Brooks, Clerk of Council) 

would be including the information regarding the zoo animals in their next packet. 

 Brooks advised yes, she would include the information provided to her in the next packet. 



 Mayor William Robertson advised the S.A.L.T. Coalition in town was a group working on 

teaching kids not to use drugs, alcohol and tobacco. He advised they held a seminar and about 40 or 

50 area residents attended. Robertson advised a drug enforcement officer of Lake County came and 

gave a frank discussion of the “new face of drugs”. He advised they discussed the synthetic drugs out 

there and how difficult it is to track them and understand what was going on. Robertson advised it 

was helpful for parents to be able to realize what their kids are doing and the audience was pretty 

moved by the discussion. He advised in the discussion they talked about prescription drugs and the 

big problem there is with those. Robertson advised he mentioned the prescription drug drop-off we 

have here in Rittman and they were very impressed as well as having the bath salts legislation in 

place as not too many communities have adopted such and it appears ours (Rittman’s) is pretty good 

as some communities were very specific and if you ban a. b. and c. there was always another mutation 

and version that was not banned. He advised he was reminding Council regarding the wild animals 

the lady spoke of if they wanted to propose any legislation. Robertson advised he might go down to 

the IGA and speak with the owner to see what his plans were for the future and how he feels about it 

and he could let Council know. He reminded Council to fill out and turn in their financial disclosure 

statements if they haven’t already done so. 

 

a. Approval of Vouchers 56570, 56571, 56602 thru 56690 w/Then and Now 

Certificates Lapehn moved to approve, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

 

Adjourn: 8:18 p.m. 

Russell moved to adjourn, all Yeas on roll call and motion carried. 

  

 

 

________________________________ 

Mayor 

 

___________________________  

Clerk of Council 
 

   

 


